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29 June 2021
Dear Parents and Carers

Behaviour watch - everyone’s problem
Sadly the last couple of school years have been interrupted and at times extremely challenging for our children.
We as adults have had a lot to cope with but we are all of course very well aware that the pandemic has
impacted upon our children too. In a few cases this has shown itself through physical and mental health issues
that I know have affected some in our community. However for many the impact has been less obvious. It has
meant adjusting to a different pattern of life, dealing with restricted amounts of time with friends or time outside of
the home and obviously getting used to online learning. They have coped well and have made these
adjustments, children are resilient, however there are underlying concerns which need highlighting and
addressing.

I would like parental support tackling two very specific issues that, whilst by no means widespread, are now a
problem in our schools and which I wish to address.

● Inappropriate language in school
● Inappropriate google searches

Firstly, the use of inappropriate language. It is unacceptable for any pupils to swear or use derogatory language
in school. It will not be tolerated and has consequences. In school it is clear that this issue is noticeably worse
than before the lockdowns. We are concerned that long periods spent at home, where children needed
entertainment and most had access to YouTube, Netflix and other streaming services has meant that our
children now see the use of swear words, slang and casual insults as normal. Many online stars who the
children follow do not speak in the way a children’s TV presenter should do and it has become very worrying to
hear how the children speak to each other and in some cases the adults in school. Please restrict your children’s
viewing to age appropriate material, check what they are watching. Watch it with them. Is it ok? Streaming
services make suggestions for people to watch based on previous viewing...what are your children watching?

Please be aware that incidents of inappropriate language, including rudeness to staff, will not be tolerated.

Secondly, the inappropriate use of google searches. The internet saved education during the pandemic. Our
work to develop online learning during the lockdowns and now to include blended learning in our curriculum has
been a huge success. However as everyone knows the internet is a reflection of the world...everything good and
bad is out there somewhere. Our online monitoring system E-safe tracks all the computers, laptops and
chromebooks registered to our federation domain. ANY search that causes concern is flagged to myself and
other senior colleagues. As the Designated Safeguarding Lead I ensure that even the smallest concern is
followed up. Therefore please can you support us by talking to your children about internet safety and
appropriate use of internet searches. Even if they search a rude word as a joke it is flagged by the system and
this will be followed up. If they go further and look for inappropriate websites it will be detected, and immediately
blocked, but there are consequences for this and parents will be contacted if your child is responsible.

Please be aware that incidents of inappropriate use of the internet in school will not be tolerated.

I would like to thank you kindly for your full and unequivocal support on this important matter.

Dan Hawkins
Executive Headteacher
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